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ARISTOCRATIC ENGLAND
THE NEW ENGLAND
England becomes Unitedly Protestant under an Unchallenged,
Aristocratic Government and proceeds to increase, at first
slowly, but uninterruptedly, in Numbers, Wealth,
and Dominion
The Settlement The victory of the wealthier classes over
the Crown, now finally and decisively won, was solemnly regis-
tered by what is called the Revolutionary Settlement. The
phrase is sometimes used in the narrower sense of the kter
settlement of the crown and succession after Anne. In its
general sense it signifies the confirmation of a great change
which was now accomplished. One of its instruments was the
Bill of Rights, putting into statutory form the principles of the
earlier Declaration of Rights. It was a document recapitulating
all the points by which transference from popular monarchy
to government by the landed class and the squires was effected:
no revenue save by imposition of the governing class in Parlia-
ment; no power of imprisonment save by the same class acting
as local magistrates or lawyers; no mitigation of existing laws,
especially laws of religious persecution, save by leave of the
same authority; no standing army save by leave of the same
authority; and so on. There was added the barring of the
throne to Catholics by demanding a declaration against the Real
Presence. All this was passed on December 16,1689.
As there was no effective kingship left, this mere recital of
the defunct powers of kingship has no importance save as a
record of the victory that had been won.
Aristocratic Government There arose from this victory
what had been maturing for a long time, and was now perfect:
the Aristocratic State. England became a country governed by
an 'iipper class'—that is, an aristocracy. England remained
from 1689 to recent times the great modern example of that
rare and very strong form of polity.
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